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Declaration

Unfinished Justice: Restitution and Remembrance
(Following European Conference on Restorative Justice Brussels, 26th April 2017)

Preamble

It is now more than seventy years after the Holocaust (Shoah) in which six million Jews —
seventy-five percent of the Jewish population of Europe — were murdered. Only a small fraction
of private and communal immovable and movable property illegitimately seized from Jewish
victims has been returned or compensated to rightful owners, heirs, or to the Jewish people at
large. Many Holocaust survivors live in poverty and without adequate social care, and their
social welfare needs are expanding rapidly as they age.

In light of the above
We, members of the European Parliament, affirm the moral responsibility of European Union
member states to advance Holocaust-era property restitution.

We also declare our enduring commitment to the provision of adequate and immediate social
welfare support for Holocaust survivors, the demarcation, protection and preservation of Jewish
cemeteries, mass graves and other burial sites, the preservation of Jewish heritage sites, and the
promotion of Holocaust education, research and remembrance.

We recognize the commitment of the European Parliament to restitution of Holocaust-era assets
as called for in previous resolutions of the Parliament and reaffirm past international principles
and declarations that reflect a consensus for the restitution of Holocaust-era assets.

Considering the urgency of the matter

We call upon Member States of the European Union to reaffirm their commitment to resolve
remaining issues on restitution and compensation of looted property, in accordance with the
principles of the Terezin Declaration on Holocaust Era Assets and Related Issues, and to address
the growing social welfare needs of Holocaust survivors. In 2009, at the conclusion of the
Holocaust Era Assets Conference convened by the Czech EU Presidency, 47 countries endorsed
the Terezin Declaration articulating principles for restitution, remembrance, and the welfare of
Holocaust survivors.

We commend the recent appointment of the European Commission Special Coordinator for
Combating Anti-Semitism, welcome the commitment of the European Commission to combat
anti-Semitism and Holocaust denial, and call upon the European Commission to appoint a
Special Envoy for Post-Holocaust Related Issues, including restitution. We also encourage all
47 states that endorsed the Terezin Declaration to appoint Special Envoys for Holocaust Related
Issues, including restitution.

We call upon the European Union to provide technical advice and support to assist and monitor
various restitution processes in Member States and to encourage the implementation of the
Terezin Declaration by its Member States, in accordance with the Joint Declaration by the



European Commission and the Czech Republic Presidency of the European Council in Prague on

June 29, 2009.
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