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             Starting from Januaryéé.. 

 

SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL VISITS  

 

ɇhe Ministry of Education  in 

collaboration with  the Jewish 

Central Board of  Greece has 

organized an educational 

program in order to preserve our 

historical memory and also to 

give teachers and students the 

opportunity to understand the significance of the Holocaust.  

The program includes  annual visits of non-Jewish students to the Holocaust 

Museum, film contests for students on "The Holocaust and the Greek Jews",   

training seminars for teachers on how to teach Holocaust to students and 

educational visits of schools to Synagogues or to Jewish Museums.  

Based on this program, this year we also received visits from local schools 

giving them a lecture on the rich history of the Jewish Community of 

Rhodes and on the Holocaust, which was the cause of the vanishing of the 

local community. 
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May 

 

Presentation of  the Jewish  

 In the framework of the program "We 

honor our Communitiesò at the 

communityôs cultural center in Athens, it 

was organized presentation of   the 

Jewish Community of Rhodes with the 

title: ñPast & Presentò. 

Mrs Donna Lilian Capon,   former general 

secretary of the Central Jewish Board of Greece, gave a lecture on the 

historical past and the traditions of Jewish Rhodes 

Mrs Carmen Cohen, director of the Jewish Community of 

Rhodes, on the other hand, gave a speech on the rebirth of 

the community in 1956, the Communityôs achievements 

the last 20 years, since Mrs Bella Angel took over the 

presidency of the Community and on the Communityôs 

present time and its goals for the future. 

In the intermission between the lectures the soprano 

LouizaKone sang well known Sephardic songs .The event 

ended with the screening of the documentary: ñLôisola delle Rose, La 

tragedia di un paradiseò ï ñThe island of Roses ï Tragedy in Paradiseò 

 

 

Poster of the documentary 
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Samôs Koffler Bar Mitzvah  

Mrs. Julie Friedman-Koffler, from New York, wrote a 

letter to the Central Jewish Board in Greece expressing 

her sonôs wish to celebrate his bar mitzvah in Greece in 

a synagogue that it is not very active, as he thought that 

it isimportant to share 

simchot and celebrations. 

We were the only community in Greece who 

responded, so they decided to have Samôs 

Koffler bar-mitzvah in Rhodes and at the same 

time to celebrate Shavuot in our Synagogue. It was the first 

time during the last 20 years that we had a service for Shavuot 

in our Synagogue. 

A group of friends and relatives joined the family and they all 

had a memorable and joyful time in Rhodes. We have made 

new friends and supporters of the Community and above all the 

sweet bar-mitzvah boy who has started to learn Greek and he wants to come 

and volunteer one of the next summers. 

 

 

In Honor of Samôs Koffler  Bar Mitzvah,  

Carolyn & Wilfred Brown donated to the  

Synagogue a table for lighting the candles. 
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June 

 

 

 

The Museum of the Jewish People at Beit Hatfutsot that is located in Tel 

Aviv  contacted us, asking for photos and historical material in order to 

include Kahal Shalom Synagogue and the Jewish Community of Rhodes in 

their Database.  

 

KehilaKedosha Janina annual trip to Jewish Greece 

We welcomed Marcia Haddad Ikonomopolou , 

museum director  of  Kehila Kedosha Janina 

synagogue  included Rhodes   in her annual trip 

to Jewish Greece   During their stay  we 

organized a Friday night service  for the group at 

Kahal Shalom Synagogue . 

Isaac Habib, our tour guide gave them also  

a walking tour of the Jewish quarter and a tour of the 

Synagogue and Museum. 

The group had   an enjoyable and memorable stay in       

       Rhodes.  
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July 

Israel ministerôs visit 

On June 29- July 2 a conference was organized in the beautiful island of 

Rhodes.  The conference started off as a gathering of the Jewish Community 

of Libya who currently resides all over the world, 

mainly in Israel, Italy, UK and other countries, to 

commemorate the final expulsion and practical end of 

the communitiesô long sojourn in that part of the world.  

 High profile Israelis of Libyan origin, including a couple of ministers, as 

well as the veteran Sephardi politician and former foreign minister David 

Levy, attended the event. 

What made the event a unique one is the fact that some high profile Libyan 

current officials expressed a wish to be part of the 

reconciliation process, as well as opening a new chapter 

between Libya and its Jewish diaspora. 

On the occasion of this conference we received a  visit to 

the Synagogue and the Museum of the participants to the conference as well 

separately  from the Minister for Social Equality Mrs Gila Gamliel and her 

family. 

The Director Mrs Carmen Cohen welcomed her and gave her a tour as she 

was interested in acknowledging the history of the community and our 

present activities.   
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Family reunion 

 

On the 21st ï 24th of July 

descendants of the 

Menashe family 

organized a family 

reunion in Rhodes to 

celebrate the birthdays of 

their Matriarchs who were turning 80, 83, and 85. 

The members of the Menashe family lived in the island 

before the Second World War and immigrated or escaped 

before the deportation.  

More than 80 members of the family gathered   from all over the world.  Most 

of them got to meet each other for the first time!  

Together with their group leaders   we organized welcome cocktail at the 

Synagogueôs yard, walking tour in the 

Jewish Quarter, tour of the Museum and 

the Synagogue and a Friday night 

service.  

As they were present, during the annual 

Commemoration events for the deportation 

of the Jews from Rhodes and Kos, they also participated at the official 

commemoration service and we gave them the honor to light a candle and to 

lay a wreath at the Holocaust Memorial on behalf of the Rhodesli Jews who 

live abroad.  



Jewish Community of Rhodes   2017 

7 
 

Preston Witman Production  

 

Cecilia Zoppelletto, producer and director of 

PrestonWitman Production, came to Rhodes in 

July with her crew (PaoloCamata ï cameraman 

& Raphael Odukoya ï sound man) in order to      

      film an independent documentary titled: ñFrom 

Rhodes to Congoò. 

The documentary follows the story of the Jewish Community from the island 

of Rhodes in the early 1900s to Africa.  

An important chapter is the community in the Juderia of Rhodes. 

Due to the historic and spiritual relevance of the Kahal Shalom 

Synagogue, the Synagogue was filmed.  

MrSami Modiano (born in Rhodes, lived in Kamina- Congo after 

his liberation) and Mr Isaac Habib (born in Elisabethville ï Congo, 

second generation Rodesli) were interviewed.  

As they were present during the 

Commemoration events of July 2017, they 

also filmed the concert and  

the official memorial service at the Synagogue. They are planning to include 

plans of both events to the documentary.  

 

 

 

Cecilia Zoppelletto 

Paolo Camata 



Jewish Community of Rhodes   2017 

8 
 

Commemoration events 

On the 23rd of July 1944, Jewish life seized to exist 

in Rhodes. After a presence of hundreds of years on 

the island. In one single day, the 

Jews of Rhodes were taken 

away, never to return. Only 

151 Rodian Jews survived the 

Shoah out of more than two thousand taken away.   

Every year the   Community   holds events   around that 

date to   commemorate the deportation of the Jews of 

Rhodes and Cos . 

The program of this yearôs events included : 

Asskavot at the Jewish cemetery. 

 Kabbalat Shabbat service and dinner. 

 Shabbat service followed by ñberahaò. 

 Music concert at the Palace of Grand 

Master   titled ñWe sing and rememberò with the soprano 

Mariangela Chatzistamatiou, 

 Memorial service at the Synagogue for the Holocaust victims 

and wreath laying at the Holocaust Memorial   

Screeningof the film ñDIE WELLE ïThe waveò 
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Stamatiou Foundation 

  

The cinematographic group of the 

Rhodes Scholarship Foundation 

"Emm.Stamatiou& Mary 

Chris.Stamatiouò  has started the 

shooting  of a documentary film narrating  the experiences of 

the Jews of Rhodes  during the Second World War, based on 

the testimony of Mr. Sami Modiano, holocaust survivor from 

Rhodes.The team included footage that was taken from inside 

of the KahalShalom  and the Museum . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rhodes Scholarship Foundation 

Sami Modiano 
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 September 

Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur 

 

 

Every year during the High Holidays with the 

financial support of Safra Foundation, we invite a 

Hazan from Israel to hold the services for Rosh 

Hashanah and Yom Kippur .Friends 

of the Synagogue and the 

Community travelled from their 

home countries to spend the High 

Holidays in our Synagogue 

Marcia Haddad Ikonomopolou of Kehila Kedosha Janina 

Synagogue honored us for a second time this summer bringing 

another group from the States. The group attended with us the Rosh Hashana 

services. We all shared together the dinner. After services as it is customary. 

We welcomed the New Year 5778 at the yard of our library with a delicious 

buffet organized by the ladies of the community.  As it is the custom all 

together we broke the fast of Yom Kippur! 

 

 

 

 

Photo from file 

We took this photo from 
facebook 
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October 

Sukkot 

ñWe had built our Sukkah, knowing that we were 

not going to have any services for 

the festival of Sukkot. Since I 

have been coming to Rhodes, 

we used to receive from 

Athens the Etrog and the 

Lulav; but this year, we were 

disappointed as none of these were sent to us. Nothing we 

could have done...but yet never despair... 

This morning, father and son came to the synagogue holding a bag. You can 

guess what was in their bag! An Etrog and a Lulav. They were told that there 

was a synagogue in Rhodes, so they had come for the Sukkot service, and 

deliver those symbolic items. Within the 

next fifteen minutes, we end up having a 

minian and out of the blue, we could have 

a religious service for the festival of 

Sukkot.  

Thank you Gabi Magnesi and your son 

Shauli for dropping by in our synagogue and 

bringing with you the Etrog and the Lulav, and leading the service. This is a 

ness (miracle) that you came to us unexpectedly from the Holy Land to Rhodes. 

Let us hope for another ness for SimchaTorah! 

Hag Sukkot Sameach dear friends!ò 

Posted on Facebook by Mr. Isaac Habib on the 5th of October 
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Simchat Torah 

This yearôs photos from Simchat Torah! 
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Hidden Children exhibition 

The Jewish Community of Rhodes, in 

collaboration with the Department 

School Education of the Dodecanese 

and the Jewish Museum of Greece, 

organized an exhibition titled:  

"Hidden Children in Occupied 

Greece". 

The exhibition was presented at the hospice of France. 

 

"Hidden Children in Occupied Greece "is a traveling 

exhibition of the Jewish Museum of Greece, which explores 

the stories of the hidden Jewish children from 

all over Greece during occupation, 

covering a wide range of experiences, 

developments and endings that these 

unfortunate çchildren of war" had to live.  

 

Simple people protected the persecuted, at moments in 

which they were in the extreme limits of despair, 

having no way of defending themselves against the 

indignant persecution that the conquerors had launched 

against them. 


